
“Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But wicked people and imposters will go from bad 

to worse, deceiving others and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 

you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every 

good work.” 2 Timothy 3:12-17. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Summer weeks are a time in which I enjoy having time to read books on my wish list and outside my normal genre for 

research, learning and continuing education. I hope others find such an enjoyment, when our weekly schedules can permit a 

little extra flex time within them. I offer a book for personal development (The Bible) and another book for good historical 

reflection. 

Recently the controversy has arisen in Calgary about the name of a bridge and a school within the city. These structures have 

been named after one of the Fathers of Canadian Federation. The controversy is that this particular man was the cabinet 

minister who approved the Indian Residential School system. Since the release of the document of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, the Canadian public has been called upon to repent of the sins of the policy of the Government 

of the day. Langevin has become a name of contempt for some. Thus the one man who introduced into Parliament the 

Indian Residential School Act has been pilloried.  

I do not propose that everything that happened to the children in the residential schools was good for them, or that they 

deserved it. Horrendous abuses did occur to too many children in the system. Those actions need to be named, the parties 

held responsible and apologies offered for the neglect or silence from other adults. However, those actions weren’t 

necessarily demanded by the Indian Residential School Act. Sinful adults simply took advantage of a lax system of oversight 

and accountability. Should the whole of the work of that legislative act be held as the sole blame for all ailments of its 

recipients? How many children would have experienced hunger (starvation?), neglect, abuse or death if left in the dire 

circumstances of their people in their own homes and homelands? Reciting history decades and centuries after its 

occurrence can produce a “Poly Ann”ish remembrance.  

So in our current cultural climate often Christians are accused of wicked actions and our sacred writings (The Bible) are 

pilloried in the public media and public conversation. How many of us feel confident about being in a public meeting and 

wanting to use the Bible as a source of reference to put forward our thoughts or express our ways? I most frequently receive 

boos and derisive comments if I speak from a biblical perspective. Yes, we most often are made ashamed to be identified as 

an adherent to the Christian faith and looking to the Bible for teaching, incite or guidance.  

Recently I finished reading a book that I would encourage all Christians to read. The author, Vishal Mangalwadii, is an East 

Indian professor of Sociology at a university in India. He wrote the book in response to deep criticism in his native land about 

the Bible and Christian use of it over the centuries upon the Indian population and to a trend of nihilism he witnesses in 

much contemporary western philosophy. Dr. Mangalwadi contends that the Bible has enlightened, informed and moved 

people to a vision of wholeness and holiness both toward God and toward others. The teachings of the Bible capture a more 

holistic view of God, human beings and our relationship to God and the rest of creation. He offers a cogent argument that 

not all the ills of our modern world should be cast upon the Christian faith and its anchor the Bible. He truly makes a sound 

argument that the Bible has been a great source of inspiration and much good has come because of its teachings.  

St Paul wrote such a thought to his young protégé, Timothy. We are reminded, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 

proficient, equipped for every good work.” 2Timothy 3:16,17. 

Do we need to hang our heads in such utter shame for our adherence to a faith and reliance upon a book for teaching that 

many in our culture accuse us? This book by Dr. Mangalwadi can help to clarify and reclaim some righteousness. Some 

healthy dialogue and reflection might help all our relationships and strengthen us for every good work. Let’s save the baby 

while we toss out the soiled bathwater! 



Happy reading and a blessed summer. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  
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